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It’s About Time! DCHS Launches Membership Drive
By Mary Clark

The Dane County Historical Society membership
drive is on!  The Society has mounted a brand new
membership drive for 2008.  We are calling this drive,
“IT’S ABOUT TIME,” to indicate that the Dane
County Historical Society is involved in preserving and
remembering the history of the area for those that come
after us.  We must all work together to share our time,
and times gone by, with future generations.  What we
do today, will reflect what those future generations
come to know and understand about us.

And so, now IS the time to support your county
historical society.  Beginning this month, and lasting up
through February 1, 2008, the Dane County Historical
Society will be campaigning to increase our membership
-- and we need your help and support more than ever.  

Last year, Dane County Historical Society celebrated
its 45th anniversary.  The Society was founded in 1961
with the purpose of bringing together in close associa-
tion those persons who had a common interest in the
history and heritage of Dane County.

The creation of the Dane County Historical Society
occurred at a time when numerous county residents
were concerned about rapid population growth, urban
encroachment on county land and ever-increasing pres-
sure upon resources.  Some of those citizens were partic-
ularly worried that the burgeoning development would
endanger evidence of the county's natural and cultural
heritage. They shared a desire to preserve the past for
future generations and formed the Dane County
Historical Society.  One of the organization's first
accomplishments was the creation of a county map
marking significant historical structures and landscapes.
The map was produced in conjunction with the coun-
ty's 1961 publication, Blue Print for Growth. 

Ten founding members signed the original Articles
of Incorporation for the Dane County Historical
Society on January 17, 1961 in the office of William
Clark, the county agricultural extension agent.
Attendance at the first organizing meeting, held in
February of that year, was reported at about 150; most
of those in attendance went on to become charter
members. 

Some of the early members of the Dane County
Historical Society had deep family roots in the rural
areas of the county but had moved to Madison for a
variety of different reasons.  They included Delma
Donald Woodburn who became the society's first presi-
dent in 1961 and served in that capacity for sixteen
years before she stepped down in 1977.  Her father,
John S. Donald, was the descendant of Scottish immi-
grants who settled in the Town of Springdale in the late
1840s.  He began what would become a lifelong career
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additional contribution.  We appreciate their dedication
and support.

Business Memberships
Dane County Historical Society has maintained a

Business/Professional Membership category for many
years.  As part of the 2008 membership drive the
Society will be actively seeking out businesses in the
area to partner with us.  We will especially be looking at
businesses that have operated in the county for fifty
years or more.  These businesses often have ties to the
history and the culture of the area.  

As part of the Business Membership Drive, we are
offering the Business/Professional membership dues at
$40.00.  We hope to encourage smaller businesses to
become involved.  

Membership Benefits
With their annual membership in the Dane County

Historical Society, members receive: 
•  New this year!  A DCHS membership card

(includes your “password” for accessing the
Members Only section of the DCHS website).

•  The quarterly Dane County Historical Society
Newsletter 

•  A 10% discount on purchase of the Society’s
book, Forward!, and on any other publications of
the society.

•  Free distribution of Indexes to local publications
and other tools created by the Society (upon
request).

•  Voting privileges at the annual meeting

Membership is one way that you can help support
the Dane County Historical Society and invest in the
past, present and future of Dane County.  Whether
your family pioneered here or they came later; whether
you were born here yourself, or were transplanted here,
you should care about the history and culture of the
area.  

Please encourage your friends and neighbors and
family members to become members of the Dane
County Historical Society.  Better yet, give them a gift
membership to the Dane County Historical Society.
They will thank you for giving them the gift of history
and place.

For more information about the membership drive
or any of the Society's services, please call (608) 224-
3605, or email us at danecountyhistory@sbcglobal.net

in public service as Assessor and later Chairman for the
Town of Springdale.  Other historical society members
lived throughout the county. Many would become
instrumental in forming new local historical organiza-
tions such as the Mount Horeb Area Historical Society
and the DeForest Area Historical Society.

In the coming decades, the vibrant group of society
members sponsored countywide tours, established an
historic markers program and created the Dane County
Historical Records Center, an innovative collaborative
venture of the DCHS, Madison Public Library and the
Dane County Library Services.  The year 2000 saw the
publication of Forward! A History of Dane: the Capital
County.  

The list of accomplishments during the past 46
years is very impressive -- and it would not have been
possible without the support and interest of members
like you.  Today, the Dane County Historical Society
continues to place historic markers throughout the
county, having erected over forty such markers.
Dedicated volunteers come to the Otto Schroeder
Records Center each week to create electronic catalog
records and indexes for online listing. Plans are under-
way for the digitization of the Madison Mirror,
Madison Central High School's student newspaper –
and we still need you! 

Now is the time. Don't delay!  Help the Dane
County Historical Society in continuing to provide
information about our County, prepare exhibits, pro-
grams, educate and increase knowledge.  A strong mem-
bership base is the key!

Membership signifies an endorsement of our efforts
to grow and improve, and to preserve the heritage of
Dane County and Wisconsin. Find out for yourself just
how interesting and rewarding history can be through
participation in the Dane County Historical Society.  

Membership Levels
Everyone’s support is crucial.  The cost of a mem-

bership to the Dane County Historical Society is nomi-
nal.  In an effort to encourage as many people as possi-
ble to join, the 2008 individual membership dues are
offered at a special price of $15.00, and family member-
ship dues reduced to $20.00.  We retain our other
membership categories: Sustaining Membership at
$65.00, Contributing Membership at $45.00, and
Student Membership at $10.00.  And of course, in
addition, contributions of any size are welcomed.
Many of our loyal members continue to join at their
regular membership category and then also send an

Membership Drive (Continued from page 1)
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JOHN SWEET DONALD
(1869-1934)

John S. Donald served as the first chairperson of the
Dane County Council of Defense, prior to civilian
service in France during the war.  The descendant of
Scottish immigrants who settled in the Town of
Springdale in the late 1840s, he was the son of
James Donald, minister of the Dane Presbytery and
founder of the town’s first church.  While residing at
Mount Horeb, the younger Donald became an early
political confidante of Robert La Follette.  He served
in the state Senate where he became a major voice
for the good roads movement of the Progressive Era.
He was Wisconsin’s Secretary of State during the
1910s.  A long-time advocate of agricultural educa-
tion, he taught courses on farm record keeping at
Farmers’ Institutes around the state prior to the war
and taught agricultural subjects from 1919 through
the early 1930s.

John Donald (right), ca 1920s with an unidentified man.  Taken near the
UW-Madison College of Agriculture building on Linden Drive, this photo
likely shows a “tree” donation for Mt. Vernon’s “Forest of Fame” Image per-
mission WHi 51521

Excerpt from Forward! : A History of DANE: the Capital County,
2000, p. 209.

The Dane County Historical Society is very
pleased to announce the publication of Index to the
Centennial History, Township of Springdale, Dane
County, Wisconsin:  Souvenir Booklet, 1848-1948.
The Centennial History, published in 1948, is rich
with the names and stories of early settlers and their
families.  However, like many souvenir booklets of
the time, it was not published with an index to
names and places.  As an aid to researchers, our ded-
icated volunteer, Virginia Nichols has compiled a
47-page index to the publication, listing the names,
places and organizations that appear in the publica-
tion, including the names of persons identified in
photographs.  

This is the third in a series of indexes created by
Ms. Nichols and published by the Dane County
Historical Society.  Society members are reminded
that as a membership benefit, they may request a
paper copy of the index.  The index will also appear
at a later date in the “Members-Only Resources”
section of the DCHS website.

New Index Published by DCHS
Verona once again has a local historical society.  The

Verona Historical Society was formed a few months ago.
Originally begun in 1990s, the society became inactive
shortly after.  Now a new and enthusiastic group of local
members has resurrected the society with ideas and plans
for the future.  They have created Bylaws and are in the
process of applying for 501(c)(3) status, affiliating with the
State Historical Society, and recruiting new members. 

The new society has a cooperative relationship with the
Verona Public Library, which houses the Verona historical
collection in a history room.

Officers of the new society are John Volker, president;
Art Cresson, Vice President; Bev Beyer, Secretary, and
Sheryl Steward, Treasurer.

If you are interested in joining the Verona Historical
Society and supporting their efforts, contact them at:

Verona Historical Society
c/o Verona Public Library  
500 Silent Street 
Verona, WI 53593 
john.volker@tds.net

New Area Historical Society
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On a sunny Sunday afternoon this summer, the finishing touch was put on one of Dane County’s most picturesque
and secluded picnic spots.  On June 17, 2007, some thirty-five people gathered in the Town of Springdale at the foot of
oak-studded “Pop’s Knoll” to help the Friends of Donald Park dedicate a new shelter.  Called Delma’s Shelter, it is made
of stone and barnwood held together the traditional way, with round wooden pegs.  The shelter has open sides and a
concrete floor; it holds six picnic tables. 

Delma was Delma Donald Woodburn.  Her family has a history of more than 150 years in the valley.  Her father,
John S. Donald, a state Senator from Dane County, and later Wisconsin Secretary of State, was instrumental in the
Good Roads Movement in Dane County and the State.  Delma was a founding member of the Dane County
Historical Society in 1961 and its first president.  She died in 1997 at age 103.  Her family donated the original acreage
for Donald Park in 1993 and made other generous donations to help Friends of Donald Park develop the beautiful pic-
nic area.  The picnic area is off Highway 92, southeast of Mount Horeb, just west of Mt. Vernon.  The park is known
for its horse-riding paths, oak woods, trout streams and hiking trails.

Participants at the shelter dedication included Delma’s son, Bob Woodburn; Brian Bigler, president of the Mt.
Horeb Area Historical Society; Ken LePine, retired Dane County Parks Director; and David Pfankuchen, representing
the Dane County Historical Society.

Delma’s Shelter
By David Pfankuchen

Dane County Bookshelf
Occasionally, the Society hears about publications related to Dane County.  If anyone knows of additional publica-
tions about Dane County, its history or its people, please pass them on to us.  If anyone would like to donate books,
town or family histories, or other publications about Dane County to the records center, please let us know.

Death Beyond the Willows by Greg Peck. 224 p. Guest Cottage, 2005.  An account of a shocking tragedy to befall
a Marshall couple on their wedding day in 1927, that sent a shockwave through this small Dane Co. farm commu-
nity. Much drama played out in the aftermath of the accident. The author is editorial page editor of The Janesville
Gazette.  He graduated from Marshall High School. 

Historic Photos of Madison by Donald J. Johnson. 216 p. Turner Publishing Co., 2007.  Part of the publisher’s large
Historic Photos series of various U.S. cities.  Captures Madison through still photography selected from the
Wisconsin Historical Society archives. Photos range from Mansion Hill to industrialist John Johnson’s founding of
Gisholt Manufacturing to the Sterling Hall Bombing.  The book follows life, government, education, and events
throughout the city’s history.
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New Website!!
By Stef Morrill

Dane County Historical Society Website has new information … and a great new look! The DCHS website recent-
ly went through a transformation.  The new site was developed to provide not only information about the organization,
but easy access to a variety of research resources available online.  Check it out!!  http://www.danenet.org/dchs/

The new site includes:
•  General information about DCHS:  Find out about membership, volunteer opportunities, and the Otto Schroeder

Records Center.

•  Information about DCHS historical markers:  Download a complete list of the DCHS historical markers in the
county.

•  Research links: Check out historical information from the Wisconsin State Historical Society, the University of
Wisconsin, and more.

•  Links to Dane County historical societies:  Find a link to your local society.

•  Full-text materials available online:  Use full-text resources produced by Dane County Historical Society, including
the 1873 Plat Map of Dane County and newsletter offprints.  Find links to other full-text sources, including other
plat maps and complete books online.

•  Member-Only resources:  Dane County Historical Society members can access even more content, including the cur-
rent year newsletters and indexes to local publications (great for genealogists!)
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Joanne Schuepbach Jensen is a very active member of
the Dane County Historical Society.  She has been on the
DCHS board of directors since 2004, and currently serves as
the board’s vice president.

Joanne and her six siblings grew up on a farm just south
of Madison.  Her parents operated Josie’s restaurant on the
corner of Park Street and Regent Street in Madison for
many years.  Joanne herself took over the restaurant in the
mid 1970s and operated it until a destructive fire closed the
popular eatery in 2004.

Joanne’s mother, Josephine Magnasco Schuepbach, was
the original “Josie,” namesake of the restaurant; and with
her sisters she was also one of the original “Three Sisters”

Joanne Jensen

Memorial donations of any amount are greatly
appreciated.  Your gift in honor or in memory of a
friend, family member, or event would be most 
appreciated and will help support the work of the 
Dane County Historical Society.  

All memorial donations are added to the Dane
County Historical Society’s Legacy Fund, unless 
otherwise designated by the donor.  All honorary and
memorial gifts are acknowledged in the newsletter.
Gifts of $100 or more are recognized in the Society's
Annual Report.

Memorial Donations for the Madison Mirror Project:

A generous memorial donation of $1000 was given
by the Schuepbach Family Farm (Josie’s Restaurant),
in memory of Ernest Schuepbach and Josephine
Magnasco Schuepbach

And for the seven Schuepbach children:

Memorial Donations To DCHS
In honor of Pauline Schuepbach Taylor of Madison
(Central High Class of 1944)

In honor of Theresa Schuepbach Elliott of Illinois
(Central High Class of 1946)

In memory of John J. Schuepbach 
(Central High Class of 1948)

In honor of Rose Marie Schuepbach St. Louis, of
Milwaukee
(Central High Class of 1950)

In honor of Franklin D. Schuepbach, of McFarland
(Central High Class of 1953)

In memory of Ernest A. Schuepbach 
(Central High Class of 1953)
      
In honor of Joanne Schuepbach Jensen, of Fitchburg
      (Central High Class of 1956)

from the name of the family’s earlier restaurant.    
Joanne and her brothers and sisters all attended

Madison Central High School in the 1940s & 50s.  Joanne
has been instrumental and essential in the efforts undertak-
en by the Dane County Historical Society to preserve and
digitize the Madison Mirror student newspaper.  She has
donated her own money toward the project; she has solicit-
ed friends and old classmates to the cause; and she has
offered us inspiration and guidance in getting our very first
historical digitization project off the ground. 

Joanne is married to Winfred “Butch” Jensen.  They
reside in Fitchburg and have three daughters, Pamela,
Kimberly and Josephine, and five grandchildren.  

Madison Central
High School year-

book, Tychoberahn
– 1956
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DANE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Please renew your membership if you have not already done
so. Your continued interest and support enables the Society to
carry out its goal preserving Dane County’s heritage for
tomorrow’s generation.

(Circle your choice.) 
Individual - $15.00 

Family - $20.00 
Contributing - $45.00 

Sustaining - $65.00 
Business/Professional - $40.00 

Student- $10.00 
Make your check payable to: Dane County Historical Society. 

Mail to:
Dane County Historical Society 

3101 Lake Farm Rd. • Madison WI 53711

The Dane County Historical Society has an office and
archive room in the lower level of the Lussier Family
Heritage Center, Lake Farm County Park at 3101 Lake
Farm Road. 

Phone: 608-224-3605 
e-mail: danecountyhistory@sbcglobal.net

Dane County Historical Society Presents
FORWARD! A History of Dane: the Capital County

FORWARD traces the history of Dane
County through the twentieth century. As
home to state government, Dane County his-
tory provides background and insight into
the development of Wisconsin throughout
this period. The book was researched and
written by Allen Ruff and Tracy Will. Tracy
Will is well known to many Wisconsinites as
one of the hosts of the popular television
series, Wisconsin Stories, developed coopera-
tively by Wisconsin Public Television and the
Wisconsin Historical Society. The first published history of Dane
County in nearly 100 years is replete with fascinating details and rich
graphics. It has over 400 pages of text, hundreds of pictures, complete
index, maps, photos, and graphics enliven the text.

I would like to order ____ number of copies:

Historical Society Members @ $26.95 each             $ ____________

OR Non-Members @ $29.95 each                          $ ____________

Shipping and Handling: Add $3.00 per copy          $ ____________

TOTAL ENCLOSED                                             $ ____________

Mail to: DCHS, 3101 Lake Farm Rd., Madison, WI 53711
If you wish to pick up the book in person to save shipping and 

handling charge, please call DCHS (608-224-3605)

Give the Gift of History!
Please enroll the following individual or family as a 2008 member of the Dane County Historical Society.  This is my
gift of history to them!

    Name: ______________________________________________________________________________          

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________         

City: _______________________________________________________________________________           

State, Zip: ___________________________________________________________________________          

Phone: ______________________________________________________________________________          

Email: ______________________________________________________________________________          

                                                                                        
I am enclosing a check for __________ $15.00 for a gift individual membership 
                                                     or
                                        __________ $20.00 for a gift family membership 

I understand that a gift acknowledgement will be sent to the name(s) listed above.

    My Name: ___________________________________________________________________________          

My Address: __________________________________________________________________________         

My City: _____________________________________________________________________________        

My State, Zip: _________________________________________________________________________        
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“It’s About Time!!”  That is the theme of our new Membership Drive 2008.  Dane County
Historical Society needs you.  Membership in our society holds steady at just about 60 people.
We greatly value our members.  Without their support of time and resources, the organization’s
work would not be possible.  But I am sure that there are many more people who believe that
the history and heritage of Dane County is worth preserving.  Dane County Historical Society
depends on your membership for its very survival.  We have a very ambitious goal for our
Membership Drive 2008.  We are hoping to DOUBLE our personal memberships to 120 people
for 2008.   

James Joyce, the Irish novelist, said:  “I am tomorrow, or some future day, what I establish
today.  I am today what I established yesterday, or some previous day.” Help us continue to preserve
and honor the past by contributing to a strong Dane County Historical Society today.  Please

invite your friends and neighbors to join us in our mission and encourage them to become members of the Dane
County Historical Society.  And don’t forget to send in your own membership renewal!!

President’s Message from Mary Clark

Mary Clark

Check your mailing label. 
If it says 2007, your membership is paid

up through December 2007

The Dane County Historical Society Newsletter is published quarterly (Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter), by the Dane County Historical
Society and printed by The Printing Place. Submissions are due 15 days prior to publication. Reader reviews, testimonials, flak and flattery,
are also welcome. Send to: DCHS Newsletter, 3101 Lake Farm Rd. Madison, WI 53711. E-mail: danecountyhistory@sbcglobal.net
Mary Clark, President,  Howard Sherpe, Editor, Dane County Historical Society


