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The Madison Mirror Lives Again!!
By Mary Clark

(Some of the information in this article is based on a
2005 DCHS newsletter article by Debbie Kmetz)

The 100th and final Commencement of Central
High School was held at 8:00pm on June 5, 1969 in
the Central Auditorium. That traditional ceremony for
the class of 1969 marked the closing of the city's oldest
high school after one hundred and fifteen years. The
class motto for 1969 was:

“There'll be no tears, for these were happy years”

Dane County’s oldest public high school could
trace its beginnings back to 1854. During that long
history, the school existed with various names: Madison
High School, Central High School and finally, Central-
University High School. Many people today remember
it simply as “Central,” the high school whose home was
the large, distinguished building on Wisconsin Avenue,
only blocks away from the State Capitol. Collectively,
Central’s students experienced the Civil War, two
World Wars and the Great Depression. But the school

itself could not survive changing demographics and the
burgeoning growth of Madison’s outlying areas.

June 5, 1969 marked the school’s last official day.
Dane County Historical Society’s records show that
two weeks later, on June 19, 1969, Principal William
Marsh donated a substantial amount of material to the
Dane County Historical Society including among
other things, a complete run of the student newspaper,
The Madison Mirror.

Originally printed and distributed as 4 to 16-page
issues, the newspapers had been bound together into
twenty hard-cover volumes. A handwritten inscription
on the opening page of the first volume reads, “Madison
Central High School, To be kept in office vault.”

Principal Marsh was looking to the future when he
took those first steps to preserve The Madison Mirror
by walking a few short blocks over to Madison Public
Library and carefully delivering those volumes into the
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is a file format that is used for representing documents
in a very readable display that allows most users to dis-
play a consistent image regardless of the computer they
are using to view them.

On each issue of The Madison Mirror, the user can
control the display of the issue by using the toolbar at
the top of the page:

Click on the left/right arrows to move from page to
page within each issue.

Click on the plus/minus to make image larger or smaller.

Within each issue, the user can enter a term to search
in the FIND box on the toolbar.

Eventually, Dane County Historical Society hopes
to enhance the searching capability so that users may
search across ALL of the issues combined rather than
searching each issue individually. Watch for future
enhancements to the I Remember Central site!

care of the Dane County Historical Society almost 40
years ago. The Dane County Historical Society took
another step forward this year when it digitized those
original copies of the newspaper and made them avail-
able on the Internet for all to see, remember, and
enjoy.

The complete run of The Madison Mirror is now
available for viewing and searching from the Dane
County Historical Society web site at:
http://centralhigh.danecountyhistory.org/.

A special section of the website, called “I
Remember Madison Central High” has been set up
and dedicated solely to Central High School. From
this page, users can view The Madison Mirror.

On the web page, each issue of the original news-
paper is listed in chronological order in an index.
Clicking on the issue date will display a PDF represen-
tation of that issue. Portable Document Format (PDF)

Madison Mirror (Continued from page 1)

Nancee Meyers, Jean Loy, and Colenthia Hill work on an edi-
tion of “The Madison Mirror" (Image WHi-37285 used with
permission: Wisconsin Historical Society)

**********
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In November of 2007, two sample bound volumes
of The Madison Mirror were picked up by a representa-
tive of Northern Micrographics, a scanning company
located in La Crosse, Wisconsin. They provided a sam-
ple of scanned pages from each volume. The volumes
were chosen because they were duplicates, and because
they had two problems also found in some of the other
volumes: poor condition and narrow margins.

Narrow margins in the volumes were of particular
concern. To preserve the integrity of the original vol-
umes, it was important to the DCHS Board of
Directors that the volumes not be “disbound” in order
to do the scanning. However, this meant that volumes
with narrow margins could have text cut off from the
edge which was closest to the binding. The samples
showed that leaving the binding intact would mean the
loss of a few letters or a single word on the edge of some
pages. The Board felt that the newspaper was still read-
able even without these few letters, and decided to pro-
ceed with scanning the volumes without disbinding.

The sample pages also showed the difference
between two recommended scanning techniques –
bitonal and grayscale. Bitonal scanning captures text
best, while grayscale captures pictures best. After
reviewing the sample pages, the Board decided to use a
combination of bitonal and grayscale scanning:

grayscale for pages with images and bitonal for pages
without. The number of pages with images in all vol-
umes was counted, and Northern Micrographics gave a
price estimate based on this number.

During the scanning process, each volume would
be saved in two different formats, TIFF and PDF.
TIFF, or Tagged Image File Format, would create high-
quality archival images. PDF, or Portable Document
Format, would create web-ready files. A process called
OCR, or Optical Character Recognition, would be run
against each PDF file to make it possible to search for
individual words in a file.

In early March, the complete run of The Madison
Mirror was hand-delivered to Northern Micrographics.
The volumes were digitized according to specification,
TIFF and PDF files were created, and the OCR
process was completed. All of the volumes and DVDs
of the files were picked up from the Northern
Micrographics facility in early June.

The PDF files were loaded to the Dane County
Historical Society website in the following days, and
were available for the public by June 9th, in time for
the annual meeting. The original bound volumes have
been safely returned to their resting place in the Otto
Schroeder Records Center, but their content is now
available for all to see, read, remember and enjoy.

Madison Mirror – The Road to Digitization
By Stef Morrill

The term “blog” is short for “weblog.” A weblog is just a website with a few specific characteristics:
• It is divided into “posts” or individual pieces of information or stories.
• It is easy to update and maintain. Adding a post is as easy as typing in a word processing program like
Microsoft Word.

• The posts are typically organized chronologically, with the latest information at the top.
• The posts are archived and maintained over time. You can usually go back and search to find older posts.
• There is typically a way for other people to comment on the posts. This feature makes the blog into a two-
way conversation between the writer and the audience.

Blogs are used for everything from diaries of individuals, to reporting daily news, to developing great historical
resources. They are an easy way to share information and news.

Dane County Historical Society has recently launched a new blog on our website. We are looking for stories
for our new blog, “I Remember Madison Central High”. We’re trying to collect the memories of Central High
Alumni. If you have any stories, you can contribute them here: http://dchs.typepad.com/centralhigh/

What Is A Blog?
By Steff Morrill

Continued on page 4
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Here are some examples of other history-related blogs:
The Wisconsin Historical Society maintains many blogs,
including the following:
• Odd Wisconsin http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/odd/
• On This Day in Wisconsin History
http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/thisday/

Some interesting historical blogs are also maintained by individuals.
Two examples are:

• The Sheboygan Wisconsin History blog (maintained by a
freelance writer in Sheboygan).
http://sheboyganhistory.blogspot.com/

• The Madison Central High School History (maintained by
Nadine Goff, who also has a number of other blogs about
Madison’s Central High School)
http://madisonchshistory.blogspot.com/

One very creative use of a blog for historical information is:
• The Western Springs Historical Homes blog, where each posting
is a photo and description of a home in Western Springs.
http://www.westernspringshistory.org/content/homes

For more information on blogs, visit
Wikipedia http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blogs
or check out this introductory video from
Common Craft:
http://www.commoncraft.com/blogs

What Is A Blog? (Continued from page 3)

Workshop on Fund-Raising for Historical Organizations
By Barbara Furstenberg

On April 13, 2007, twenty-two people representing
ten historical organizations in Dane County attended a
workshop on Fundamentals of Fund Raising, conducted
by Tom McKay. The workshop was organized by the
Dane County Historical Society as an activity of its
Networking Initiative.

Tom McKay earned admiration and respect through-
out the state during his days working with Wisconsin’s
local historical organizations for the Wisconsin Historical
Society. Now living in his home town of Hampton,
Illinois, a historic river city on the Mississippi River, he
has become a consultant to organizations on cultural
preservation topics.

Tom’s discussion of the seven principles of fund-
raising was illustrated with anecdotes from his career
with the Olde Lyme Historical Society, the Wisconsin
Historical Society, the State of Iowa, the Hampton
Historical Society, as well as from his recent consulta-
tions. He commented that he was always amazed at
the range of projects that local organizations in

Wisconsin could fund and accomplish. He discussed
the problems of raising money for operation costs,
which is always more difficult than obtaining funding
for special projects. He emphasized the importance of
establishing endowment funds in order to provide reli-
able long term support. He reminded his audience
that it is important to understand that some donors
prefer to give money for specific projects while others
are more interested in the long term welfare of the
organization.

Tom covered elements of all grant applications that
apply to simple letters as well as detailed forms. He
complimented the Dane County Cultural Affairs
Commission on its guidelines for grant writing.

Societies participating in the workshop included the
Blue Mounds Historical Society, Dane County
Historical Society, Historic Blooming Grove Historical
Society, McFarland Historical Society, Middleton
Historical Society, Sun Prairie Historical Society, and
the Sun Prairie Historical Library & Museum.
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Donations and Memorials
August 2007 – July 2008

The following donations were given to the Dane County Historical Society over the past year. Donations of any
amount are greatly appreciated. Thanks to everyone who has contributed to Dane County Historical Society. We
depend heavily on donations for carrying out our mission to collect, preserve, and disseminate knowledge about
the history of Dane County, Wisconsin.

Donations of over $5,000
General Fund

Joanne Jensen

Donations of $3,000-$5,000
Madison Mirror Fund
Joanne Jensen: multiple donations together
totaling $3,000-$5,000

– In Memory of George Capaci
– In Honor of Joan and Bill Elmore’s 50th Anniversary
(Class of 1955)

– In Memory of Linda Edge Gullickson (Class of 1957)
– In Honor of Fiore Family
– In Honor of Sara Brache Jones 90th birthday
– In Honor of Ruth & Bernie Kane’s 50th
Wedding Anniversary

– In Memory of Yvonne Karp
– In Honor of Merle and Karen Manion’s
50th Anniversary

– In Memory of Hubert “Burt” Martinelli
– In Memory of Dick Pahmeier (Class of 1953)
– In Memory of Vincent “Vince” Parisi
– In Memory of Charles “Chuck” Thompson
– In Memory of Jean Topp

Donations of $100 - $500
General Fund
Daniel J Garvin
George Jacobs, Jr.
Beverly Kneebone
Joshua/Stefanie Morrill
Jerry Remy
Lloyd Velicer/Sharon Mulak

Madison Mirror Fund
Gerhard Ellerkamp
Sharon Lee Olle

– In Honor of Central High Class of 1957 Continued on page 6

Legacy Fund
Beverly Kneebone: multiple donations together
totaling between $100-$500

– In Memory of Don Bates
– In Memory of Maude Virnig
– In Memory of Arlow Langholff
– In Memory of Elena Finn
– In Memory of Alma Willms

Donations up to $99
General Fund
Sandra Bennett
Jack Davison
Vern/Jean Elefson Family
Thurman/Betty Fox
Barbara/James Furstenberg
Marilyn Gatsos
Anne Habel
Hill Electric

– In Honor of Hill Electric’s 50th anniversary
Jerome Hillebrand
Adrianne Imilkowski
George Jacobs, Jr.

– In Memory of Thomas H. Botham (for archive
processing of Foundry Collection)

Joanne Jensen
– In Honor of Hill Electric’s 50th anniversary

Howard Kanetzke
Elaine Miller
Jack/Marilyn Schairer

Madison Mirror Fund
Bruce/Mary Chandler

– In Honor of Joanne Jensen’s 70th birthday
Joe/Ginger Cissell

– In Honor of Joanne Jensen’s 70th birthday
Bruce Dietrich
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Bill/Dorothy Faust
– In Honor of Classes of 1948 & 1951

Marlyn Brazee Hodges
– In Honor of Class of 1953

Beverly Kneebone
– In Memory of Evelyn Bultmon Bingham

Randall/Doris Montague
– In Memory of Homer & Adaline (Randall)
Montague (Class of 1928)

JoAnn Walker
– In Memory of Principal William Marsh

Don’t Miss Any Issues of Your Dane Co. Historical Society Newsletter
2008 Membership Form

Thanks for your support!! Your membership helps the Society carry out its mission of preserving Dane County’s her-
itage for tomorrow’s generations.

********************************************************************************************************************
Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________

City: __________________________________________ State: _________________ Zip: _________________

Phone: _____________________________________ Email: _________________________________________
Membership is for the calendar year (January to December 2008)

Level of Membership: (Circle One) Type of Membership: (Check One)
Individual membership: $15.00 New member ��
Family $20.00 Renewing member ��
Contributing $45.00 Returning member ��
Sustaining $65.00
Business/Professional $40.00
Student $10.00

Make checks payable to: Dane County Historical Society
Mail to: Dane County Historical Society, 3101 Lake Farm Road, Madison, WI 53711

I am enclosing an extra donation in addition to my membership dues
Amount of gift: $__________________________________________

Check a category below to indicate how you would like your extra donation/gift used.
��  Use my gift wherever it is needed
��  Central High School, Madison Mirror digitization project 
��  Apply my gift to the Legacy Fund as an investment in the future of the Society

Legacy Fund
Karen Bauman
Karen/Joseph Bauman

– In Memory of Ole Lien
Shirley Behm
James/Barbara Furstenberg

– In Memory of John Short
George Jacobs, Jr.:  

– In Memory of Clarence E. Neilsen
– In Memory of Elizabeth Ann Franklin Jallings

Joanne Jensen: 
– In Memory of Don Hackbart
– In Memory of Jim Hopkins, Hopkins Chem. Co

Richard Willms
– In Memory of Alma Willms

Stanley W. Woods
– In Memory of Wayne Joseph Kerwin

Donations and Memorials (Continued from page 5)
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Dane County Schools Compete in National History Day
By Barbara Furstenberg

On May 3, 2008, I had the great pleasure of being a
judge of the senior performances at the Wisconsin final
competition of National History Day.  National History
Day is an academic enrichment program that provides
teachers with an innovative teaching tool and fosters stu-
dents' enthusiasm for learning.  The program seeks to
develop students' abilities to complete extensive
research; critically analyze and develop historical conclu-
sions; and present and defend their interpretations.
There is an option to participate in a competitive series
of local, regional, and state events, culminating in the
National History Day contest.

Each finalist designs their entry to reflect the annual
theme. The entries below reflect the annual theme for
2008: Conflict and Compromise in History.  The national
finalists selected on May 3, went on to represent
Wisconsin at the national contest June 15-19, 2008 at
the University of Maryland—College Park.  The first
and second alternates in each category are also given the
opportunity to attend the national contest in the event
that the finalist entry is unable to attend.

Sarah Clemente, State Coordinator for National
History Day in Wisconsin, reports that 7,500 students
participated throughout Wisconsin this year; of those
participants, 575 were from Dane County schools.  Most
students participated as part of a United States History
class, but topics included local and world history, ancient
to modern.  Sarah commented that Wisconsin history
topics are popular with students as they facilitate access
to local resources and allow them to explore something
to which they are personally connected. 

The program is open to students in the 6th through
12th grades.  Working individually or collaboratively in
groups of two to five, students product historical entries
in five main competition categories: research papers,
exhibits, dramatic performances, documentaries and
websites based on an annual theme.   

I judged the Senior Performances category on a team
of three.  We enjoyed eight presentations by students
impersonating historical figures ranging from the ghost
of a Coast Guard World War II hero to a peasant partici-
pating in Gandhi’s Salt March and a Wisconsin soldier
marching across New Guinea during World War II.  We
selected the winning entries over a lunch topped off by
delicious pastries made by Sarah Clemente’s mother. 

Nine Finalist entries and three Honorable Mention
entries from Dane County were selected for the national
contest:
Research Papers

• Amanda Snodgrass (Mount Horeb High School)
Senior Paper finalist for “The Cuban Missile Crisis:
Eye-to-Eye with Disaster.” 

Exhibits
• Lisa Moehlman and Melissa Merklein (Mount
Horeb High School) Senior Group Exhibit finalists
(2nd Hon. Mention) for “Agent Orange”

• Hannah O'Dea, (EAGLE School, Madison) Junior
Individual Exhibit finalist for “Conflict and
Compromise in Northern Ireland: The Role of the
Peace People”

• Carolyn Raihala, (EAGLE School, Madison) Junior
Individual Exhibit finalist for “Shedding Old Ways,
Learning New Customs: Lizzie Black Kander's Aid to
European Jewish Immigrants, 1895-1940”

• Laura Bunn (EAGLE School, Madison) Junior
Individual Exhibit finalist (2nd Hon. Mention) for
“Land Wealth vs. Human Rights in El Salvador: Class
Conflict Unresolved by Compromise”

Dramatic Performances
• Sophie Gerdes and Sonia Urquidi (EAGLE School,
Madison), Junior Group Performance finalists for
“Eva Peron: The Two Faces of Argentina”

Documentaries
• Nate Smith (EAGLE School, Madison) Junior
Individual Documentary finalist for “The Chinese
Exclusion Era: Conflict and Compromise on Gold
Mountain”

• Jeffrey Zhao (EAGLE School, Madison) Junior
Individual Documentary finalist for “The Kent
State Shootings: Dealing With Dissent”

• Alexandra Cohn and David Aeschlimann
(Madison West High School) Senior Group
Documentary finalists for “The Sterling Hall
Bombing: The Destruction of a Movement”

• Dylan Jordee, Roland Will, and Chelsey Eley
(Waunakee High School) Senior Group
Documentary finalists (2nd Hon. Mention) for
“The Kickapoo Dam Project”

Continued on page 8
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The Dane County Historical Society has recently
completed a project called “Reminiscence as History,”
supported by a grant from the Dane County Cultural
Affairs Commission.  Four public reminiscence reading
programs were held in March, April and May of this
year.  The programs were very well received by the
audiences in attendance.  All the readers were very pro-
fessional and well-prepared; all the readers felt good
about the audience reactions to their stories.  The writ-
ing group from which the presenters were selected is a
very tight-knit and supportive group.  Many of the
class members attended each session to support their
friends and classmates.  Each presenter read one, two
or three stories, depending on their length.  

The stories they read were funny, sad, profound,
moving and nostalgic.  Audiences were visibly moved

DCHS Reminiscence Series Completed
By Mary Clark

Continued on page 9

as they laughed and cried and remembered along with
the readers.  After each session, many in the audience
stayed to talk and reminisce some more with the speak-
ers and with each other.  The stories recounted past
times of growing up on the farm, struggling to make do
during the Depression, keeping the home front during
World War II, working in the local canning factory,
train rides, summer vacations, music recitals, first dates,
friends, family, loved ones, and all of the other experi-
ences that make up personal history.

There wasn’t a dry eye in the house at Oakwood
Village, after Shirley Behm stepped to the microphone
and read “Daddy, Why Are You Crying?” her moving
story about the death of her mother, from the perspec-
tive of a five year old.   

Websites
• Joanna Weng (Velma Hamilton Middle School, Madison), Junior Web Site finalist for “Nanjing Massacre”
• Eli Fessler (EAGLE School, Madison), Junior Web Site finalist for “The Free Software Movement of 1983”

Nate Smith’s documentary on “The Chinese Exclusion Era” placed 5th at the National final round on June 15, and
won the Immigration History Prize.  

The Wisconsin Historical Society sponsors National History Day in Wisconsin with additional support from
Culver Franchising System.  The full results for Wisconsin’s National History Day are at
http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/teachers/historyday/finalists2008.asp.  Student reports on their experience at the
competition are posted in an Online Journal, available from this web site.

Wisconsin finalists for the National History Day competition 2008

Dane County Schools Compete in National History Day (Continued from page 7)
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At the Stoughton Senior Center, Molly McDermott
read her reminiscence piece entitled, “A Belated Tribute
to Arnie,” in which she wrote about her fond memories
of Arnold Schwarz who ran the local dry goods store in
Middleton.  As it happened, Arnie’s son was in the
Stoughton audience that day, and was significantly
moved by the beloved tribute to his father.  

A series kickoff program held on WORT radio was
very well received.  Unfortunately, since one cannot
control the February weather in Wisconsin, the pro-
gram was held during a snow storm.  One reader was
not able to attend because of the storm.  The missing
author’s stories were read on the air by Debbie Kmetz
who was our program planner and host.  During the
program, Debbie also explained the project and inter-
viewed the readers as well as having them read from
their own stories.  A sound-recording of the complete
hour-long WORT radio program is available for listen-
ing at the Dane County Historical Society web site.

As a final part of the project we recorded two of the
sessions live, and then had a separate studio session to
record readers who had read at the other two sessions.
There was some concern whether the on-site recordings
would be adequate for preservation and for loading to
the website. As it turned out, the live recordings were
very usable. The live recordings (from Crossroads
Coffeehouse and Oakwood Village) each include the 5-
8 minute program introductions about the project and
about Dane County Historical Society; the live record-
ings also include ambient laughter and applause, which
add to the experience. 

Dane County Historical Society has created a sec-
tion on our website to include information, reports,
photographs and the sound recordings from the pro-
grams.  The same web page has a blog where people can
add their own memories and comments:  
http://dchs.typepad.com/remember

The Dane County Historical Society has identified
reminiscence writing as a niche in our archive collec-
tion.  We plan to continue with more reminiscence pro-
grams in the future, and to continue to provide blog
space for addition of more reminiscence writing.  We
hope to do more public reading programs in the future.

An excerpt from “The Day the Seniors Came” read at
the Stoughton program by Penny Vodak, exemplifies
the spirit that we tried to capture with our project of
reminiscence writing and shared remembrance.  The
story recalled a school activity that involved students
interviewing local senior citizens. 
“That question sparked a memory about a woman
who was reluctant to participate.  She agreed to give
it a try, for just one hour.  At the end of the hour, she
said she might as well stay, since she was already
there.  At the end of the day, when I drove her home,
she grew quiet.  Then she broke down in tears.  Who
can account for the need to be listened to, to be
touched, and to have your life experiences validated?”
With the help of the Dane County Cultural Affairs

grant, we were able to present our series showcasing
reminiscence writers.  I believe that we were successful
in validating life experiences both for the writers and for
those that listened to their words

Eileen Kalscheur Aeschbach records her reminiscence stories

DCHS Reminiscence Series Completed (Continued from page 8)

The writers from the Stoughton Senior Center program pose with their men-
tor, Ann Short (From L-R: Penny Vodak, Shirley Behm, Ann Short, and
Molly McDermott
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This issue of the Dane County Historical Society newsletter is reaching you a little later than usual.  That is primarily because we
have been so busy with programs and projects this summer, that it has been hard to keep up and write about them all.

We were pleased to unveil the newly digitized Madison Mirror on the web for the annual meeting in June.  It was a big hit!  If you
haven’t already seen it, please check it out now on the Dane County Historical Society Website.

The Dane County Historical Society Annual Report 2007 is now available.  It was distributed and discussed with members in
attendance at the annual meeting on June 7, 2008. The full text of the report is available on the Dane County Historical Society web-
site at: http://www.danecountyhistory.org/about/annrpt07.pdf.  If you don’t have access to the website or if you would prefer to have a
paper copy mailed to you, please contact us at 3101 Lake Farm Road, Madison, WI 53711 (608-224-3605) to request a copy.

You’ll notice that this issue of the newsletter contains a listing of the donations to Dane County Historical Society.  Many of the
donations we get are given as memorials and honorials.  Your gift in honor of or in memory of a friend, family member, or event is
always appreciated and helps support the work of the Dane County Historical Society.  Thanks to all who gave so generously over the
past year.  We couldn’t do it without you!!

Mary Clark

President’s Message from Mary Clark

The Dane County Historical Society Newsletter is published quarterly (Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter), by the Dane County Historical
Society and printed by The Printing Place. Submissions are due 15 days prior to publication. Reader reviews, testimonials, flak and flattery,
are also welcome. Send to: DCHS Newsletter, 3101 Lake Farm Rd. Madison, WI 53711. E-mail: danecountyhistory@sbcglobal.net
Mary Clark, President,  Howard Sherpe, Editor, Dane County Historical Society


