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Celebrating Nathan Dane
By Mary Clark

“Through the hard work and history-mindedness of  a few people in the 2010s, the signal importance of  Nathan Dane is now being
recognized.  His contribution to the wording of  the Northwest Ordinance (enacted 1787) to bar slavery in the Territory now trans-
formed into the six states running from Ohio to Minnesota, proved a watershed in the development of  American liberty.  Just as the
United States were emerging from their status as political colonies, Dane sought to elevate blacks from racial colonialism; and
Abraham Lincoln himself  was aware of  Dane’s contribution.”
– James M. Cornelius, Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library & Museum.

The Dane County Historical Society
Office and the Otto Schroeder
Records Center are located in the
lower level of  the Lussier Family
Heritage Building on Lake Farm
Road just south of  the Beltline near
Lake Waubesa.

In 1836, our newly
formed county was
named in honor of
Nathan Dane; but just
who was Nathan
Dane?  Many of  our
residents today don’t
really know anything
about him, or why we
honor him with the
name of  our county.

Nathan Dane lived
from 1752 to 1835; his
story begins in Ipswich,
Massachusetts. The son
of  a farmer, he left
home to attend
Harvard College at age
21. After graduating in 1778, Dane moved to Beverly, MA
where he passed the bar exam and practiced law.   He lived
and worked in Beverly, from his mid-20s until he died,
spending most of  his life at his home there.  Dane prac-
ticed law for 20 years before leaving the profession due to
poor hearing.  That’s when his political career took off.
He is buried at Central Cemetery in Beverly.

Dane County is proudly named after Nathan Dane.
The naming of  our county commemorated Dane as one
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Nathan Dane

The grave site of  Nathan Dane, in Central Cemetery, Beverly, MA.
Photo credit:Mike Rollins.
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of  the framers of  the Northwest Ordinance of  1787.
Dane’s Ordinance ensured that Thomas Jefferson’s goals
of  democratic government and institutions accompany-
ing settlers as they populated the West would be imple-
mented in the new territory that included Wisconsin.
Those goals were important to the nascent Wisconsin
Territory and the newly formed Dane County.

As far as we know, Nathan Dane never traveled to
Wisconsin and when he died in February of  1835,
Wisconsin had not yet become a state; but the very next
year, Dane County was created by the Wisconsin
Territorial Legislature.  In recognition of  Dane’s achieve-
ments, Judge James Duane Doty convinced the
Legislature to name the county in honor of  Nathan
Dane.  In his plea to name the county, Doty told the leg-
islators, “Read the Ordinance of  1787 attentively – it is the fun-
damental law of  the country.”

July 18, 2015 event celebrating the life and legacy of  Nathan
Dane. Pictured here is Beverly Heritage Project founder, Lance
Daly, reading the endorsement letter sent by Dane County

Historical Society.  Photo credit: Mike Rollins

At the July 18, 2015 event, featured speaker, Debra Peetz, delivers
her speech entitled, "Nathan Dane and President Lincoln's Beacon."

Photo credit: Mike Rollins

DCHS historical marker commemorating Nathan Dane, at Dane
County Courthouse, Madison.

Nathan Dane Week
To celebrate their native son (and our adopted

namesake), Massachusetts Governor Charlie Baker
declared the week of  July 13-19, 2015 as Nathan Dane
Week with an official proclamation. The effort to
honor the Beverly, MA resident was spearheaded by
Lance Daly, a local historian who founded the Beverly
Heritage Project.  Daly’s coordinated effort to cele-
brate Dane resulted in official proclamations from five
state governors (including our own Scott Walker), his-
torical societies from six states and a smattering of
other municipal and state representatives calling for
their states to honor Nathan Dane’s impact on history.
Dane County Historical Society was one of  the organi-
zations that was asked to send an endorsement letter
for the Nathan Dane celebration.  
As Dane’s home town celebrated his life and

accomplishment, the week-long celebration culminated
in a July 18 event at Dane’s grave in Beverly,
Massachusetts. 
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The Northwest Ordinance

Dane County Bookshelf

Occasionally, the Society hears about new publications related to Dane County.  If  anyone knows of
additional new publications about Dane County, its history or its people, please pass them on to us.  If
anyone would like to donate books, town or family histories, or other publications about Dane County
to the records center, please let us know.

Roll Out the Barrels / by Gary J. Hess.  Published by First Person Productions, 2015. 126 p.  A thorough
history of  barrel making and the Frank J. Hess & Sons Cooperage of  Madison -Wisconsin's largest
independent family-owned cooperage.  DCHS commemorated the cooperage with an historical mark-
er in 2008.

Madison Food: a History of  Capital Cuisine / by Nichole Fromm and Jonmichael Rasmus. Published by
The History Press, 2015.  208 p.  Written by popular food bloggers Fromm & Rasmus, this book takes
a tour of  some of  Madison’s more memorable eateries both past and present.

The Northwest Ordinance, also known as the Freedom Ordinance or The Ordinance of  1787, was an act of
the Confederation Congress originally passed on July 13, 1787. The ordinance created the Northwest Territory, the
first organized territory of  the United States, from lands beyond the Appalachian Mountains, between Canada and
the Great Lakes to the north; the Ohio River to the south; and the Mississippi River to the west.  

Nathan Dane had become a delegate representing
Massachusetts in the Confederation Congress in
1785.  He was very involved during the time that the
Congress worked on the Northwest Ordinance.   

Dane, at the last minute, submitted Article VI,
which banned slavery in the territory.  Years later,
President Abraham Lincoln pointed to the ordi-
nance’s Article VI as he worked to end slavery in the
country for good. 

The prohibition of  slavery in the territory had
the practical effect of  establishing the Ohio River as
the boundary between free and slave territory
between the Appalachian Mountains and the
Mississippi River. This division helped set the stage
for national debates over admitting free and slave
states until the Civil War.
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DCHS Says Good Bye to Some Friends
By Barbara Furstenberg

Dane County Historical Society has lost several long time friends and supporters over the past eighteen months.
We would like to share their stories with the membership, to let everyone see how much they have meant to us.
They will all be missed.

Shirley Homburg passed on Dec 26, 2013.  Shirley Ann Landsness
Homburg was an active member of  the Dane County Historical Society for
many decades, where she served on the Board of  Directors.  A lifelong resi-
dent of  Madison’s east side, Shirley attended a one room school, which was a
healthy hike from her family Centennial Farm on Milwaukee Street.  She
eventually graduated from Madison East High School and UW-Madison.
Shirley and her husband Harold were an entrepreneurial team, starting
Homburg Equipment, Inc. in 1969; and serving as the company’s president
for over forty years.   Since then the business has grown into a diversified
group of  companies under the Homburg name.   In addition, Shirley con-
tributed her business skills to Olbrich Botanical Society, establishing their
Growing Gifts Gift Shop in 1988, which she managed for 21 years.  She pre-
viously worked in retail gift buying and merchandising at Stevens House of
Gifts.  In addition to her work with DCHS, her historical community service
included many years with the Historic Blooming Grove Historical Society, the
Wisconsin Historical Society and the Monona Landmarks Commission.

Shirley’s professional and volunteer colleagues valued her warmth, dedication, kindness and work ethic. Jerry Remy
remembers, “She was very philanthropic.  She took on extra projects cheerfully, absorbing costs along the way.
For many years she paid for the mailing of  the DCHS newsletter.  She was an excellent board member, prompt
for meetings, ready to volunteer, and insightful in discussions.  Always sensitive to the DCHS mission, Shirley was
a good representative of  our organization in the community.”

Donna Hartshorne passed on Jan. 8, 2015.  Donna Elizabeth Spies Hartshorne was the first archivist for Dane
County Historical Society.  The Seattle native arrived in Wisconsin by way of  Smith College and marriage to Dr.
William Taylor, the distinguished American Intellectual History historian who succeeded Dr. Merle Curti.  In
Madison, she worked for the University of  Wisconsin Archives and became head of  The Oral History Project

where she conducted interviews with prominent individuals involved in the
University's history.

Following the death of  her second husband, Richard Hartshorne, a retired geog-
raphy professor, Donna became the private secretary and editor for Ira Baldwin,
a prominent figure in the growth of  the University of  Wisconsin. 

Former DCHS president Mike Bovre remembers that Donna catalogued some
large collections in what has become the Otto Schroeder Records Center, includ-
ing an extensive set of  Dane County township records and the Dane County
Bicentennial papers.  When DCHS moved out of  its original home at the
Madison Public Library, Donna took responsibility for the packing and moving
of  the archive materials into a storage facility while the Lussier Family Heritage
Center was being built.



Page 5Dane County Historical Society Newsletter, Fall 2015

Anne Short passed on Jun 27, 2015.  Anne Burkart Short combined her love
of  history with journalistic skills over her many years of  service with the
Dane County Historical Society.  A Sheboygan native, she studied history,
journalism and education at the UW-Madison. She was the first member of
her family to attend college. She earned her bachelor's degree in History and
Journalism at the University of  Wisconsin in 1941; she returned to earn a
Master's Degree in History and Education in 1974. 

Anne taught for the UW-Extension, Department of  History and Liberal
Studies (1952-1983) and also taught MATC adult education classes for many
years.  Her historical tours were popular offerings through UW Extension,
Madison Community Center and Badgerland Tours for over 26 years.  She
contributed articles on historical topics to Wisconsin Trails, Madison Magazine
and other publications. She served on editorial teams for A History of  Midvale
Heights Neighborhood, Wisconsin Women, and A Gifted Heritage. She was Capital
region representative and secretary of  the Wisconsin Local History Council
and received the Wisconsin Historical Society Local History Award of  Merit.

I met Anne and her husband John at a historical fair, where they enthusiastically described DCHS to me.  Before I
knew it, she had convinced me to join the board.  I saw her passion, knowledge and work ethic in action as she
provided editorial leadership for the DCHS publication Forward.  She was so proud of  that book.  She was good
at networking her projects.  She helped create some memorable DCHS programs from outstanding work by par-
ticipants in the Reminiscence Writing classes she taught for theWest Side Senior Center Coalition (1986-2007).

DCHS Says Good Bye to Some Friends (Continued from page 4)

Marianne Volker passed on July 8, 2015.  Marianne Rooney Gill-Volker was a
sitting Dane County Historical Society board member when she passed earlier
this year.  Born in Alaska, Marianne moved to Madison as a school girl, gradu-
ating from Madison West High School.  Her business experience included jobs
at UW Hospital, Edgewood High School, and Capitol Lawn Sprinkler.  She
was very active in the Verona Area Community Theater.  With her husband,
John Volker, she was a leader in the Verona Historical Society.

Marianne joined the DCHS Board of  Directors in 2012.  Mary Clark recalls
that “Marianne could be counted on to pitch in and help with projects and
programs; and she was always quick with a story remembering local people and
places.  She seemed to know everyone. ”
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The Dane County Historical Society invites you to join us for our annual meeting and educa-
tional program on Saturday October 24, 2015 at Madison Senior Center in downtown Madison.

A brief  Dane County Society business meeting will be held after the program.

Carolyn Mattern, historian and
retired archivist, will present her
research on the settlement of  free
Blacks and former slaves in Dane
County. She will not only discuss resi-
dents of  Madison, but also African-
Americans who lived in localities such
as Albion, Dunkirk, Mazomanie,
Middleton, Oregon and Rutland where
their history is now largely forgotten.  

Bring a Friend!

Saturday, October 24, 2015
1:00 pm to 3:00 pm

at
Madison Senior Center
330 W. Mifflin St.
Madison, WI 53703

Notley Henderson family (ca1885)
Photo used with permission:

Wis Historical Soc. WHi 4175

Dane County Historical Society
Presents

AFRICAN AMERICANS IN 
19th CENTURY DANE COUNTY
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African-American Settlers

Pheasant Branch was home to one of  Dane County’s earliest African-Americans, Solomon Freeman, who
moved to the region with the Abraham Bush family
from Missouri in 1847.  Born into slavery, Freeman
came north to freedom with the Bush family and spent
his adult life in Pheasant Branch.  He worked at
Middleton’s warehouses and harness shops, occasionally
preaching to the mixed Baptist and Methodist congre-
gation as a “supply priest” at the Union Church.  He
became an ardent Republican because of  Lincoln’s role
as the “Great Emancipator,” and was about 85 years
old when he died in 1900.

One of  Madison’s earliest African-American
residents was Eston Jefferson.  Eston believed himself
to be the son of  former president Thomas Jefferson
and Sally Hemings, a woman of  mixed blood who was
a slave owned by the former president.  His claim to be
Jefferson’s son has been reinforced, although not
proven, by recent DNA research.  Eston’s son, Beverly
Jefferson lived an accomplished life in the Madison
area.  Arriving in Madison from Ohio with his father
and mother in 1850, Beverly soon found work as a
clerk at the American House Hotel.  In 1861, he saw
service in the Civil War under Col. George E. Bryant as
a private in company E of  the First Wisconsin
Volunteer Infantry.  He returned after three month’s
service to manage the hotel.  Later becoming its propri-
etor, he started his own omnibus carriage and transfer
service.  He also purchased and operated the Rasdall
House in downtown Madison during the 1870s.
Another African-American, William Mitchell from
Louisiana, was a cook at the American House.  Mitchell
purchased land in the Town of  Rutland and maintained
a farm during his tenure at the hotel.

William Noland arrived in Madison in 1850.  In
addition to his primary profession as barber, he was a
popular musician whose annual parties were the toast
of  Madison.  Although Noland, a budding entrepre-
neur, was a Republican loyal to Lincoln, local Democrats
added his name to the ballot in 1866 against Republican
party boss and postmaster Elisha E. Keyes.  The impor-
tant aspect of  the election was not that Noland lost to
Keyes, splitting the vote 76 percent to 24 percent, but that African-Americans voted in this election for the first
time, encouraged by a Supreme Court decision that upheld an 1849 state referendum giving all black male resi-
dents over age 21 the right to vote.

Excerpted from Forward! A History of  DANE: the Capital County / by Allen Ruff  and Tracy Will.  Published for
the Dane County Historical Society by Woodhenge Press, 2000.  p. 84

Grave of  Eston Hemings Jefferson at Forest Hill Cemetery,
Madison.
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The Dane County Historical Society Newsletter is published quarterly (Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter), by the Dane County Historical
Society and printed by The Printing Place. Submissions are due 15 days prior to publication. Reader reviews, testimonials, flak and flattery,
are also welcome. Send to: DCHS Newsletter, 3101 Lake Farm Rd. Madison, WI 53711. E-mail: dchs@danecountyhistory.org
Mary Clark, President,  Howard Sherpe, Editor, Dane County Historical Society

PEOPLE WANTED
Help us keep Dane County’s heritage vibrant and accessible for present and future generations.  The

Dane County Historical Society is seeking historically minded individuals interested in shaping the future
direction of  the Society.

Board Members ! Most importantly, we need new board members. The commitment to our educa-
tional mission of  promoting an awareness of  Dane County's rich heritage thus aiding in its preservation, is
key to the society’s continued success.  Dane County Historical Society is guided by an eleven-member
Board of  Directors.  We currently only have seven members on the board; which means we have four
vacancies.   We need you!  Please step up and help us.  If  you are interested in learning more, or if  you
know of  an individual you believe would embrace this important role, contact myself  or any of  the other
current board members. 
Tech-Savvy Volunteers! If  you know your way around computers or the Internet, we could use your

help in designing and updating our web page and our Facebook page.  We have lots of  ideas about how we can add more his-
torical content to our pages and provide information to our members, but we don’t currently have the technical or HTML
knowledge to get it done.   If  you have those skills and a couple of  hours to spend, please let us know!

Projec t Volunteers! Or, if  you would like to help out in other ways, we can always use more project volunteers.  Can you
write an article for our Newsletter?  Would you like to help us index some of  our finding aids for the archive? Can you assist
with incoming genealogical inquiries?  If  so, let us know.

We want to continue being a force in remembering the heritage of  our beautiful and important county – but we need help.
Won’t you please consider volunteering with the Dane County Historical Society?

President’s Message from Mary Clark

Mary Clark


